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                                           Ant Treatment
                                     Standard Operating Procedure Mid-Atlantic: 

Purpose
This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) outlines the procedure for performing a treatment for ants.

Related Information:

1. Even with the best treatment, it may not be possible to prevent a homeowner from finding ants on their property. Make sure to set reasonable expectations at the time of the first treatment. Ants are foragers that may travel great distances to reach their destination.

2. There is an additional SOP for Carpenter Ants.

3. Ants should be identified whenever possible. Several species of ants can resemble each other closely, and there is variation within closely related ants. Ants can be identified by identification keys and specific physical features. Some ants that are closely related have vastly differing colors and appearances, so it is important not to make assumptions until the ants have been identified. Some ants prefer specialized baits or nest in specific areas; identification helps you target treatments accordingly.

4. In Petti Pest Control area all ants have responded best to the quarterly treatment plan with an ant initial followed by quarterly pest services.

5. Wear all appropriate PPE for the material you are using and the task you are performing. 

Procedure:

1. Speak with the homeowner and discuss what has been seen in the past on the property, as well as the current ant issue.  Check the account history and see if Petti Pest Control has service the property for ants in the past or if another company is currently or has serviced the property in the past.


0. For ants in the yard, inspect the yard and surrounding area, noting any areas of current activity and identifying the ants that are present. 

1. For ants in the home, both the exterior and interior should be inspected closely. There may not be ants currently present at the time of the inspection, as some varieties are nocturnal. Pay close attention to the foods that the ants have been attracted to, the presence of live or dead ants, and the presence of any debris near the areas the ants have been seen. 


4. For ant infestations inside, outside or both the Petti Pest Control quarterly treatment program is the best option.  The plan consists of the initial treatment inside and out with follow up quarterly exterior barrier treatments.  On call warranty treatments are available for interior exterior flareups at no additional cost in-between the quarterly treatments.

3. The QPC initial consists of:
1. Initial treatment using an authorized non-repellant liquid application (B&G) and ant baits if needed to areas on the interior around areas of activity. This is a spot treatment plan to areas of activity only.  Exterior treatments are performed around the house to entry points and backpack sprayer application three feet up the exterior and six feet out from the structure with a non-repellent product
1. Quarterly follow up exterior treatments are performed with a repellant pesticide labeled for ants (bifenthrin currently) around the perimeter three feet up and six feet out from the structure.

4. One-Time ant treatments are performed in the same manner and procedure as the initial treatment for the QPC above.  One-time treatments only have a 30-day warranty.

Additional Treatment added if needed:
2. Bait: Depending on the severity of the infestation, appropriately-labeled granular bait can used with a non-repellent  Granular bait such as 375-A and be spread as a broadcast treatment with a granule spreader or used more locally to treat near individual mounds on the exterior only. Use the product according to the label, but be aware that baits tend to be more expensive than tank-mixed sprays and are better suited to specific instances of high activity rather than relied on for routine treatment of large areas unless the property has a history of budding ants. 
                              Do not place any baits where children or pets are able to eat or access them. 



Let the homeowner know of any additional instructions or follow-up care that will be needed, such as removal and clean-up of any bait stations that have been placed. 

Conclusion

By following this SOP, a specialist can perform a treatment for ants.    
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