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           Barrier Spray (Backpack Sprayer) for Perimeter Pest Control
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP):
Purpose

This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) outlines the procedure for performing a barrier spray for perimeter pest control using a backpack sprayer. 

Related Information:


1. All PPE appropriate to the chemical being used (per the label) should be worn by the specialist. Gloves are recommended for all outdoor pesticide spray applications. Additional PPE may need to be worn depending on the location or conditions of the application; use all appropriate caution. Use of a respirator and eye protection is highly recommended, and may be required by label.

2. Follow all safety instructions and labels regarding avoiding sensitive areas, surfaces, or objects; never apply pesticides where they will contaminate or damage non-target animals or belongings. Do not spray where spray or drift will contaminate blooming flowers or beehives, ponds, swimming pools or other water sources.

3. Many chemicals are not labeled for use in areas conducive to runoff from rain, including large horizontal areas of concrete, paving stones, or mortared bricks; pay close attention to any location restrictions on the label. 

Procedure:

1. Inspect the exterior of the structure, noting any sensitive areas unable to be treated. Make sure sensitive items or belongings are removed or can be avoided during treatment; do not contaminate toys, bowls, clothes, or any other sensitive items. Do not spray where drift or runoff will affect these items or areas. 


2. Prepare and treat any areas conducive to pest activity as appropriate. Have all humans and pets removed from the area to be treated; if you cannot safely treat without risk to non-target individuals or pets, reschedule the service. 

3. Make sure that windows and doors on the structure you are treating are closed and not at risk for any suspected or unexpected gusts creating drift.




4. Mix the chemical solution in the backpack sprayer tank according to label instructions. Wear appropriate PPE for the chemical in use, including eye protection and gloves. Ensure that the chemical is appropriately agitated prior to treatment.

5. Safely secure the backpack sprayer to your back; this may involve placing the sprayer on the tailgate of the vehicle to assist you in putting on the protective harness. Always make sure the protective harness is secured correctly; this is for your health and safety. Follow all procedures recommended by the manufacturer of the backpack sprayer. 

6. Depending on the style of sprayer, you may need to manually pressurize the tank, or start a small motor on the tank, or use a battery pack to power the tank. Once pressurized, liquid spray will exit the nozzle when the trigger on the wand handle is pressed. 

7. The nozzle spray may need to be adjusted to suit the type of treatment. Most treatments should be performed with a cone spray. 

8. Spray the perimeter and area surrounding the structure with long, smooth motions. If you are using Imidacloprid use a three feet up by six feet out.  If using another product check the label for rate and other restrictions.  The spray width and height will depend on the exact chemical being used and the landscape present. Spray in the opposite direction you are moving to reduce exposure. Always treat with your back to any wind, both to reduce exposure and also so that you can monitor any risk of drift and stop treatment immediately if chemical is being carried out of the area to be treated. 

9. NEVER spray blooming flowers, bodies of water, or drainage ditches. Only spray where allowed by the label. 

10. Always look at notes on the account before the service and beware of any fish ponds. If fish ponds are present, especially ornamental ponds such as those for expensive Koi fish, stay far away from all bodies of water so that there is no possible risk of drift or exposure to the fish, turtles, and other animals which might be present in the area.  Make sure a note for Koi Pond or fish pond is put in the notes for the account to warn future specialists; this should be done while at the property if at all possible.

11. Do spray interior areas of bushes if allowed by the label, so long as it is safe and reasonable to do so. Mosquitoes often rest on the underside of leaves in bushes and vegetation. 



12. Do not treat any areas not on the property you are contracted to treat, even if the tree limbs from these areas reach onto the property you are treating. Do not spray near fruit trees, herbs, and vegetable gardens.  Make sure you ask the homeowner if you are unsure if any vegetation is meant for human or animal consumption.

12. When treatment of the area is complete, release the spray handle to stop the spray of liquid; if needed, stop the motor or depressurize the backpack sprayer in the manner recommended by the manual for your equipment. 

13. Carefully remove the backpack sprayer. Place the weight of the sprayer on the tailgate of the truck or other secure horizontal surface if needed for safe removal. Store the sprayer on the truck in a secure, safe location. 

Conclusion
By following this SOP, a Technician can safely and correctly perform a barrier spray around a structure using a backpack sprayer.   






image1.png
Dettl

PEST CONTROL

Local. Trusted. Professional.





